A man may redeem the follies of his youth; a science correct the mistakes of its infancy. The arts of medicine and surgery have thrown over the ignorance and misconduct of their youthful days a thick veil of noble deeds, lofty aims, profound learning and heroic self devotion. If to the art of dentistry, youngest in this noble band of three, that stand to minister at the altar of suffering humanity, there still clings some of the reproach of her early associations, it is not because she is more lowly born than they. The deeds of her childhood might well be the boast of riper years; they give sure promise of a maturity of which her elder sisters shall have full reason to be proud. Now, in the broad twilight of the present, to make the darkness of the past forgotten in the brightness of the future, increase onward and upward till it shall reach the fullness of noonday splendor?this, gentlemen, is your mission.
Waste not in eulogy upon your art the precious time that should be spent in acting out its duties: better to show what a dentist can and must be than stop to draw a picture of what he ought to be. The world may admire the picture, but they will judge by the reality. You may prove, by arguments the most conclusive, the necessity of education and science; yet the arguments will weigh little, if the unlettered and ignorant are allowed admission into your ranks. You may talk ever so eloquently about the dignity of your art; yet if, in the pride of your learning, you seek to put away from you one of the duties of that art, as in any wise beneath you?dental science is wounded in the house of her friend, and the blow is the more deeply felt because inflicted by the hand of a traitor.
But gentlemen, graduates of the Baltimore College, you have not so learned the science and art of dentistry. I do only repeat to you some of those truths that we have sought in these halls to impress upon your memory, when I this evening ask your attention to a few thoughts touching the harmony which marks the inseparable elements of your art, its relation to the kindred arts of medicine and surgery, lastly the spirit and the purpose which must attend your life henceforth, if you would seek to honor yourselves and your profession.
John 
